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J.	Powell

Gara-gara
for	voice	and	viola

Text: 	Goenawan	Mohamad
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This	piece	was	original ly	composed	for	the	experimental	music	theater	piece	"Kali,"	l ibretto	by	Goenawan	Mohamad.

It	is	sung	by	Gandhari	after	she	learns	that	Bishma	and	her	son	Durasana	have	been	kil led	in	the	great	battle. 	

Gara-gara	 (goro-goro)	 is	 a	 moment	 of	 chaos	 and	 turmoil	 that	 occurs	 in	 Javanese	 wayang	 performances	 that	 is
usually	 represented	by	earthquakes,	natural	disasters,	or	other	signs	 in	nature.	 It	 is	an	 indication	that	something

has	gone	too	far	and	balance	needs	to	be	restored.	
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